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Abstract

The results of Japanese placement tests administered to new students of K College annually
have shown about one fourth of these students to have only junior high school vocabulary levels
of Japanese. Our investigations done at K University in 2007 and 2008 suggest that healthcare
students have insufficient ability to read medical kanji. These results also indicate that a
considerable number of students have difficulty in understanding textbooks and lectures, and
especially ones concerning medically related subjects.

In order fot them to achieve smooth and effective learning in such major subjects, we
recognize the importance of introducing kanji reading instruction as a bridge. Our discussion
regarding how to introduce such instruction has made clear the following points concerning
student difficulties; 1) many medical terms are composed of joyogai-kanji, 2) students don't know
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any other readings of joyo-kanji they have already learned, 3)some kanji for medical words have

unique readings and meanings.

Therefore, in studying medically related subjects, further study of the reading of kanji would

be a great help to healthcare students, especially those without enough Japanese vocabulary.

With a view to make kanji instruction more effective, editing of a specialized textbook for

medically related kanji seems necessary.
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